MINTO

less than it had been in Canada; though when Lord
Curzon heard who his successor was to be he is said to
have asked, "Isn't that the gentleman who only jumps

During Minto's term of office in India an agreement
as to frontiers was made with Russia; and though much
of his Indian policy was,dictated by John Morley, the
Secretary of State for India in Whitehall, for the domestic
Indian reforms of 1909 Minto himself was mainly re-
sponsible. He added a native member to his Viceroy's
Council in the face of much criticism and opposition, and
he led the way to more liberal government. Even when
an attempt was made on the lives of Lady Minto and
himself at Allahabad he refused to desert his beliefs. His
soldierly bearing and qualities appealed particularly to the
Indian princes, who saw in him the type of an English
gentleman and with whom his relations were exceptionally
friendly; probably no Indian Viceroy was so universally
liked and so widely respected: the loyalty and enthusiasm
of the ruling Indian chiefs during the First World War
was largely due to his shrewd and cheery camaraderie,
while Lady Minto's constant interest and sympathy were
also of the utmost help to him. The Indian Nurses'
Association which she founded for Europeans in India,
as she had previously started cottage hospitals in Canada,
became and remains an unforgotten example of her
work.
Minto left India in 1910 and on arriving home was given
the Garter; but afterwards he took no part in political
affairs, and in 1913 he fell ill, dying at Hawick on 1st March
1914. His eldest son is the present earl
Minto, in the words of Lord Morley, was an able, active
and conscientious soldier and public servant, "firm and
always loyal and considerate to others, and sensible
enough to understand the honesty of views with which
he did not perhaps always agree, but often guiding and
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